Jear Professor Lederberg, 25.12.1956, Budaos=st

thaak you very much the most v«luable reorlmts you have
kindly seat me, 1 received them oaly mow due to the revolutiom
ary eveats of the last moaths ia Humgery.- Simultesmeously I a«m
malling you the reprimts you have requested. I hope you will
find some interest im thenm,

The umique results you have reached im bacterial gemetics
I sppreciate long time ago, mevertheless it was a very pleasan
surprise smd 1 was peculiarly delighted readimg your mewest
paper dealiag with the question of bacterial protoplasts. That
is the very field of research we are eagzged im, tco, «ith my
wife, espeilally siace seversl momths, whea we bDegga to imvest
igate intod" ¥eneticul sigaificance of these protoplasts. Hamely
after a lapﬂe of time Spent with morphological studies we did

aot fimd gevsore interegt im these lztters zad decided to set
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along the blochemical and gemetical lime. - At the begininmg
of this year we have had already the method to produce gquant-
itatively the bscterial protoplakts for remetical a2d biochem-
ical purposes elimimating at the same time the bacillary
forms of the giveam bacterium straim. /(Rr method is Aiffereat
from that you are d=seribiag, but serves the same purvose./

Aecording to our electroa microgrsphs itlls highly
probable, that the fusiom of the protoplasts cam take place
and therefore it seemed already themr rezsomable to attach
some geretic significamce to them.

While begimimg the genetical work with the protoplasts
of two different straims the first, prelimimary results
proved to be promisimg, but the eveats of our October Revol-
ution mzde an emad to our .ork. The mors we regret this,
simce it seems very improb:ble to b2 able to contimue this
work accordirg to our coaceptiom in the mear future in
Huagary.

Eacouraged by these extremely adverse comditioms I
dare to put you the questiom whether we could be offered
the p0831b111ty st a time mot yet defimable to spend sonme
time im your most appreciated laboratory?This questiom is,
at the time beimg, omly a virtual ome, since we have mo
idea how zmd when may we get tlre permissiom to leave Humg-
ary for the U.S. ard many other problems sre umsolved yet.
Amyhow, at any time im the future we could have the homour
to work im your laboratory for a while, would be of imuense
importance for our further imvestigations.

Excuse me for askimg you this fawvour

simc:=rely )yours

/ I. Juhész /
’A

P.S., Please send your amswer to my home address: Buda:=st,
VI. Cssngery u. 64.IV.2., Thank you.



